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@ The stories and images
coming out of Haiti over
the course of the past
two weeks evoke a wide
variety of reactions in us.
Some people | talk with
are almost transfixed by all of it, wanting and
needing to see and hear as much as they can.
Others seem to have the opposite reaction,
and try their best to avoid any media
coverage of the earthquake and its aftermath.
A question that many people of faith carry
inside of them at a time like this, and that a
few are brave enough to actually verbalize,
involves wanting to know where God was in
the midst of all the devastating suffering and
loss. Why did God allow this thing to happen?
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What |1 6ve found over
answer that question is a deeply personal
issue. It has to do with our understanding of
God, how we choose to interpret scripture, set
against the backdrop of our own unique life
experiences. So when
particular question by someone I find it
difficult to give them the answer they seek,
because they are seekingtheir answer to the
guestion. My answer has value for me,
because it has integrity with my life
experiences, personal understanding of God,
and how | understand scripture; but for
another person, my way of answering that
guestion could be woefully inadequate.

| find that many pastors, with the best of
intentions, will respond to this particular
guestion by preaching a sermon, or writing a
blog post in an effort to give people
the answer. But | want to suggest another
way we might explore this question of where
God is at in the midst of tragedy and loss,
and that would be to explore it as a
community, together.
hear how you think through this question
and I 6d be happy to s
s ame. |l 6d be willing
come away from the interaction with a little
broader and deeper perspective than we had
before; and perhaps closer to finding the
answer that helps us make some sense out
sof situations that often seem utterly
senseless.
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17th AVE CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Crater Lake!

Progress is continuing on the site work for your new
Church Project. This area of California has been blessed
with heaven sent rainfall and we are thankful for the
dedicated workers who have persisted in accomplishing
another portion of our civil works between showerst

Mount Wesley stands tall and unaffected
by both wind and rain, silently looking on
as the pallets of cement blocks are
offloaded from the trucks. Neither rain

nor mud prevented the 4 wheel drive
tractor from delivering the pallets along the
length of the wall footings.

A large crew was on hand to lay the CMU
(cement masonry units)

but it was with

pride that the boss, Jay Howe, laid the first blocks!

Once laid, the blocks were filled with concrete from another pumper unit.

With a week of storms on the horizon, preparations were made to limit the amour
of silt that could be washed off the lot.

The rains came, the lakes formed and the runoff remained filtered.

A moisture barrier has now been applied to the inside of the wall to

prevent moisture drawing through onto the stucco facing that will be

applied in the first week of February.

Work continues! (rain willing)




